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 AIISP is a CALS-based unit that provides Indigenous-related academic, student support and outreach services to Cornell University.
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 American Indian & Indigenous Studies Program









    The American Indian and Indigenous Studies Program (AIISP) provides a unique combination of American Indian and Indigenous Studies (AIIS) courses, student leadership opportunities and an undergraduate residential experience at Akwe:kon, the first Native student residence hall in North America.






   Land Acknowledgment
Cornell University is located on the traditional homelands of the Gayogo̱hó:nǫɁ (the Cayuga Nation). The Gayogo̱hó:nǫɁ are members of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, an alliance of six sovereign nations with a historic and contemporary presence on this land. The confederacy precedes the establishment of Cornell University, New York state and the United States of America. We acknowledge the painful history of Gayogo̱hó:nǫɁ dispossession, and honor the ongoing connection of Gayogo̱hó:nǫɁ people, past and present, to these lands and waters.
This land acknowledgment has been reviewed and approved by the traditional Gayogo̱hó:nǫɁ leadership.
Learn more about land acknowledgments.
In addition to the Gayogo̱hó:nǫɁ land acknowledgment but separate from it, the AIISP faculty would like to emphasize: Cornell's founding was enabled in the course of a national genocide by the sale of almost one million acres of stolen Indian land under the Morrill Act of 1862. To date the university has neither officially acknowledged its complicity in this theft nor has it offered any form of restitution to the hundreds of Native communities impacted. For additional information, see the Cornell University and Indigenous Dispossession website here.







   American Indian and Indigenous Studies Program Minor
Learn more about undergraduate and graduate minor in American Indian and Indigenous Studies!

	   AIIS Undergraduate Minor 
	   AIIS Graduate Minor 
	   Current AIIS Courses 







  Indigenous Student Spotlight



  [image: Photograph of a person wearing a traditional native american dress posed in front of a small stone wall.]  River Webb (Nimíipuu/Sac and Fox, they/she)
 “I feel so fortunate to have come to a school with a vibrant Native American Community. In Undergrad, I went to a school with little to no student engagement for Native Students. At Cornell the community is diverse and multifaceted, and I think it holds something for everyone. AISES, NAIMP, and so many more programs foster community through career building connections. AIISP has done so much to foster Native student engagement on multiple fronts. For myself, I do beadwork, ribbonwork, and dance powwow, and through IGSA I have found friends that enjoy those same things. AIISP helps foster trips to powwows and social dances, and those are the sort of things I grew up doing and love to do. It’s an experience that’s hard to find at many other schools.”



  [image: Photograph of a young woman wearing a Cornell sweatshirt showing three people a presentation around a meeting table.]  Dani Ramos Ojeda '25 (Nahua)
 “With the support of AIISP, and Professor Troy Richardson, I have been able to explore entirely new realms within my major that have helped connect my studies to my passions and Indigenous communities. I have been given the opportunity to view computer science through a lens that is more familiar to me, and I have found work that I am genuinely excited to pursue for the rest of my career—critical work that will contribute to language preservation.”
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 “I credit AIISP as my greatest support system while at Cornell. The significant relationships I’ve made at Cornell are those that AIISP helped facilitate; they help make connections through programming, events, and activities that are central to growing the Indigenous community. AIISP’s student support efforts extend beyond academics creating comfort and familiarity; a home away from home that’s important for Native students like me.”



  [image: Photograph of a young man looking at a laptop screen while a young woman to the side of him points something out on the screen.]  Peter Thais '25 (Mohawk)
 "It can be difficult to adjust to the academic rigors at a prestigious university like Cornell. However, AIISP has offered me the necessary support and sense of community that have helped me to thrive and excel. Specifically, the Akwe:kon Program House has provided an Indigenous space on campus where I feel most comfortable.”
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 Lecture
December 1, 2023


  Native Presence and Sovereignty in College: Sustaining Indigenous Weapons to Defeat Systemic Monsters December 1, 2023

 Join special guest speaker Amanda Tachine ( Diné), professor in Educational Leadership & Innovation at Arizona State University and author of Native Presence and Sovereignty in College on Friday, December 1 at 12PM in Warren Hall 151 or via Zoom...
	 American Indian and Indigenous Studies Program
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 Lecture
November 4, 2023

 Indigenous Resilience, Reclamation & Recognition v. Removal, Dispossession & Erasure 
 Quick View Indigenous Resilience, Reclamation & Recognition v. Removal, Dispossession & Erasure Archived Event: Saturday, November 4, 2023 | 12PM – 4PM | Goldwin Smith Hall 132/Zoom Watch the full recording here. Panels feature local and national...
	 American Indian and Indigenous Studies Program
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 Seminar
November 1, 2023

 Land Justice: Engaging Indigenous Knowledge For Land Care 
 Quick View Distinguished Speaker in Global Development and American Indian & Indigenous Studies Program Seminar Recording Thank you to all of those who joined us at the recent seminars with Robin Wall Kimmerer at Cornell University. Recordings of two of Dr...
	 global development
	 environment
	 Environment & Natural Resources
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News

 November 8, 2023
 Quick View  Einhorn Center announces new Engaged Faculty Fellows 
Twenty-five faculty and academic staff from nine Cornell colleges and units are Engaged Faculty Fellows for the 2023-24 academic year, with projects dedicated to advancing community-engaged learning at Cornell and within their respective fields.

	 American Indian and Indigenous Studies Program
	 Cornell AgriTech
	 Department of Communication
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News

 October 25, 2023
 Quick View  ‘Braiding Sweetgrass’ author to visit campus Nov. 1 
Ecologist, MacArthur “genius grant” winner and bestselling author Robin Wall Kimmerer, who has written about Indigenous people’s relationship with the land, will visit campus on Nov. 1

	 American Indian and Indigenous Studies Program
	 Department of Global Development
	 Environment






Explore more news & updates






   Cornell University & Indigenous Dispossession Project
AIISP launched the Cornell University and Indigenous Dispossession Project in June 2020 to research Cornell's ties to the violent displacement of Indigenous peoples and advocate for redress. The project was prompted by a March 2020 study published in High Country News that exposed the ties between Indigenous dispossession and the United States Land-Grant College system, and Cornell's prominent role in that process. AIISP has produced a blog that contains informative articles, videos, and audio podcasts about these issues. AIISP plans diplomatic outreach to the 251 Indigenous Nations affected by Cornell's actions to discuss this history and possible remedies.

 Read more on our blog.
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   Future Indigenous students
We recruit qualified Indigenous applicants from all parts of the United States, Canada and across the globe. Learn more about how we can help.

	   Undergraduate students 
	   Graduate students 
	   Transfer students 







  Explore the American Indian & Indigenous Studies Program
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   Stay connected
Follow us to get the latest updates on our students, events and programs. 

	   Like us on Facebook 
	   Follow us on Instagram 
	   Sign up for our newsletter 
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